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353rd Fighter Squadron
354th PFighter Group
APO 141, US Amy

9 August 1944
1855 hours
4927N - 0053E

I was flying Blue Two position in 353rd Fighter Squadron
on a patrol mission over the area around Reims, France. Tha
Squadron had almost finished its mission and we were about to come
home. We were flying on a vector of 275 degrees and were in the
immediate vicinity of Rouen, France and about five miles north
of the city slightly east of the Seine River. Red One, Captain
Wallece N. Emmer, suddenly burst into flames after an explosicn
in the center of his fuselage vhich, by all appearances, wag
caused by a direct hit from en exemy 88mm anti-airoraft shell.
The fuselage paneling on the side over the fuselage tank cams
off and several other large pleces fell off. The ship flew level
for a few moments and then began to spin violently. At that time
I checked my position on my element leader's wing and immediately
looked back to watch the burning airplane. I could not see the
ship but T saw a parachute about 300 feet below me. It was open
and I could see the pilot in the harness. I then locked back to
check position again and afterward could not see the '"chute or
airplane. The ship was hit at about 11,000 feet and the chute
was probably opened at about 10,500 feet. Since we were chang-
ing altitude to dodge flak at tha time I can be sure of the alti-
tude only within about 500 feet. This 'chute must certainly
have been Captain Emer because there were no other airplanes
ir distress in the vlcinity at that time.

Lhodee Yolodosrt

THEODORE W. SEDVERT,
1Bt I-t-, A.ir Co!‘_pﬂ.
Pilot.
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